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Junior high schools beat odds with better test scores
4.18.05

Scholastic success at District 742 junior high schools may be Central Minnesota’s best kept secret. The 650
student North Junior High School, for example, has produced rising test scores in the face of massive student
population changes, declining enrollment and budget cuts.

During the last decade the number of North students living in poverty has doubled, the number of students of
color has tripled and the number of special education students has increased dramatically, according to Welter.

Yet, Basic Skills Test (BST) scores have risen thanks to the work of staff, administration, students and parents.
For example, between 1998 and 2005, the percentage of North students who passed the reading BST increased from
56 to 88. The BST is a series of reading, writing and math tests students must pass to receive a diploma.

“We have a tremendously dedicated staff,” Welter said. "We have increasing knowledge about what to do to help
all students learn.”

North’s scholastic success is mirrored at South Junior High School, where passing percentages on the reading
BST rose from 65 percent in 1998 to 87 percent in 2005.

Welter, who testified at a March 31 legislative forum in St. Cloud, is quick to point out improved test results
happened during four consecutive years of budget cuts. Student achievement improved “in spite of the
disinvestment in public education which our governor and his Taxpayers League have promoted over the last four
years,” Welter said.

Joanne Dorsher, school board member, told legislators state funding for public education is falling behind at a
particularly critical time in Minnesota history.

“We hope that you will look realistically at the effects of poverty and the costs of alleviating it,” Dorsher told Sen.
LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Plummer) and Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins). “We have many new residents in our district and
throughout the state. And we desperately want them to be successful and contributing members of our society.”

The charts below summarize passing percentages on BST reading tests between 1998 and 2005. For complete
results visit isd742.org/testresults.html.
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